Chair’s Report for 2021
This report covers the calendar year 2021, corresponding to the period covered by the
finance report and accounts. During 2021 the Transport Economists’ Group (TEG)
continued to provide a valuable forum for sharing, discussing and debating the latest
research and ideas in transport economics, including topics that expand the discipline,
such as Social Value and Mobility as a Service (MaaS). We’re proud that we were able to
offer a stimulating programme during the year that engaged a wide range of global
participants.
All meetings in 2021 were virtual, in line with government guidelines on COVID-19.
Attendance at meetings declined over the course of the year from a high of near 60
participants in the first quarter of 2021 to about 20 in the fourth quarter. The average
for the year was 35 attendees. Virtual meeting fatigue or the much-anticipated festive
season of 2021 may explain this decline, but we have also consulted our members to
understand which topics they would like to see discussed during 2022 and what format
they prefer the meetings to take. Responses identify an interest in topics analysing
societal and technological change, appraisal and evaluation of operations, and
infrastructure and in aviation and road pricing. As expected, there is equal support for
continued online meetings, from international and UK-wide attendees, and face-to-face
meetings, from London based participants. We take note of the consultation responses
and are reviewing the practical issues including the provision of meeting rooms, hosting
software and streaming facilities.
Monthly Meetings
We were fortunate to have an excellent group of speakers in 2021 and we’re grateful for
their fascinating presentations. The TEG held nine monthly meetings where experts
spoke on a range of topics:
• January – Joseph Lowe: The Green Book
• February – Peter White: The shape of changing bus demand in England’” report
for the Independent Transport Commission
• March – Tim Price: Forecasting travel demand in London when there is an
uncertain future: an analytical framework
• April – Mark Bolger: Social Value
• May – Claire Haigh: Zero Emissions Vehicles and Road Pricing
• June – Alistair Baldwin: Evidence in Transport Policy
• September – Dick Dunmore: Thirty years of European rail reform
• October – Fraser Sommerville: Mobility as a Service
• November – Matthew Smith: The relationship between transport and the visitor
economy
Members
It was great to see another year of energy and enthusiasm for transport economics from
TEG’s members. The engagement of members in the meetings, and in particular the
discussion session after presentation, makes the TEG meetings truly stimulating and
though-provoking.
Responses to our consultation questions reflect that fellow members:
• very much enjoy the Journal, and we thank Peter Gordon for his excellent work
producing the journals and to our rapporteurs for summarising each meeting;
• prefer Zoom to Teams virtual meetings although Zoom is not supported by TEG
meeting hosts;
• are interested in a wide range of topics which we hope to be able to present on in
the coming year; and
• are keen to present on topics including Brexit and Hebridean Ferries.

Publications
The Transport Economist, journal of the TEG, continued to be edited by Committee
member Peter Gordon. Three editions of the journal were published for 2021
(Volume 48 – Numbers 1 to 3). Our 2021 editions contained reports of the monthly TEG
meetings as well as reviews of books of interest to transport economists.
As has been our convention for some time, copies of the slides used by speakers during
their presentations were circulated by email to members after each meeting. We are
grateful to our speakers for allowing us to share their material with members in this
way.
Membership and Finance
Our Treasurer and Membership Secretary has written a separate finance report, which
shows that the Group is in a strong financial position and that membership numbers are
being maintained.
Publicity
The Committee continues to make efforts to publicise the TEG and our events, using the
following means.
•
•

Our website (www.transecongroup.org) is updated each month with details of
forthcoming talks.
Monthly emails to members advise of the next talk and the forward programme.
This is an effective marketing tool, as many members forward this email to other
people in their networks, resulting in a wide distribution beyond the membership.

Committee
As in 2020, all members of the Committee made significant contributions to the running
of the TEG during 2021. Their dedication and continued commitment to the TEG and the
transport economics profession over many years makes it an enjoyable committee to be
a member of. We very much appreciate how our committee members continued to take
important responsibilities to manage the ongoing activities of the TEG.
Many thanks go to Dick Dunmore, Secretary and Webmaster, who continued to
discharge his responsibilities with dedication even while recovering from surgery, thank
you!; Peter Gordon, Editor of The Transport Economist, a journal much valued by
members, thank you!; Gregory Marchant, Treasurer and Membership Secretary who has
kept our accounts in order even as we waived fees in 2021 and changed auditors, thank
you!; Adriana Moreno Pelayo and Iris Ning, instrumental in hosting our virtual meetings
with much flair and thus allowing us to continue to present speakers, thank you!; and to
Tom Worsley, a committee member without portfolio, who continues to make a
particularly valuable contribution to the committee suggesting topics and speakers, plus
providing many other insights and guidance, thank you!
We are very grateful to Melanie Buchan for her excellent work as our Group
Administrator, thank you! Much of the work that keeps TEG running happens ‘behind the
scenes’ which our members do not always have sight of. The contribution of Melanie,
and of committee members, makes TEG possible.

In conclusion …
In conclusion, while 2021 continued to be challenging we are proud that we were able to
offer a wide range of fascinating and at times challenging topics that inspired debate and
conversation on current transport economic issues.
We are grateful to be part of this passionate community of transport economists!
Tali Diamant, Chair, 1 March 2022

